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America’s
Oddest Election

Guiding Questions

How was Lincoln a controversial Prcsiclcntial candidate in 18607

Why is the election of 1860 imPortant?

Question Focus Example for Task 24

Abraham Lincoln was a controversial
and unPoPular candidate for Prcsidcnt.

J o
Teacher-to-Teacher

This Collection focuses on the Election of 1860 which had a major impact on the country, leading to se-
cession of southern states and eventually the Civil War. The election showed sectionalism at its worst. The
article and the documents explain the different platforms of the candidates. Teachers and students can
focus on the slogans and messages on the party documents. The political cartoons also help to illustrate the
political tension of the time, but may need more teacher guidance to help the students understand them.

Abraham Lincoln, 1860.

Literature Connection: ???
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% The Union must and shall be preserved. For President Abraham Lincoln of Illinois.
For Vice President Hannibal Hamlin of Maine. pocument
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